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SUGGESTED TEN DAYS TRIP TO ISRAEL 

DAY 1:
        WELCOME TO ISRAEL
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A member of our staff will meet you upon arrival at Passport Control at Ben Gurion Airport to assist you with arrival procedures. He will then see you to your guide, driver and touring vehicle to start touring. 
[image: image3.jpg]



Drive to Emmaus, located at the intersection of two important ancient routes, where, according to tradition, Jesus appeared before two of his disciples after he had risen from the dead (Luke 14: 3-31).  Today, nearby, you can see remains of a Byzantine church that the Crusader's adapted in the 12th century.
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Proceed to the beautiful biblical landscape reserve of Neot Kedumim to have a unique opportunity of planting a small tree sapling - the symbol of life - with your own hands.
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Ascend to Jerusalem, stopping at an observation point overlooking Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which offers a magnificent view of the Temple Mount and from where you will hear about the area’s historical and geographical importance. 
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Arrive to the Garden of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of Olives. The garden is next to the magnificent Church of all Nations (Basilica of Agony). It was here that Jesus sweat blood and wept in agony after learning of his betrayal by Judah.  
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Conclude the day at the City of David, a small hill just outside of the Ottoman Walls of the Old City that was the site of Biblical Jerusalem and the capital of King David. Tour this fascinating location and visit the Canaanite Dry tunnel engineered some 2,700 years ago. 
Arrive and check into your hotel and enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure. Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 2:
THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM
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This morning, head to the Old City to see its surrounding areas as you enjoy a walk on the walls of Jerusalem, starting from the Jaffa Gate. From this unique viewpoint you will see the different gates that adorn the circumventing walls, each with its own fascinating story and history.
 Proceed to Mount Zion flanked on one side by the wall of the Old City.  This site is traditionally viewed as the Tomb of King David, the second king of Israel.  Also visit the Room of the Last Supper where it is said Jesus had his last meal with his disciples. 
[image: image10.jpg]



Just outside the Old City on the eastern slope of Mount Zion visit the Church of Saint Peter in Gallicantu. 
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Then, take an in depth tour of the Jewish Quarter including the Cardo. Proceed to the Western Wall and Western Wall Tunnels for a tour and to see the archaeological discoveries excavated in a vast concealed tunnel along the Western Wall. 
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As you exit the tunnels you will come out to the Christian Quarter, walk along the Stations of the Cross to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, believed by many to be the crucifixion and burial place of Jesus. Enjoy winding through the narrow, busy streets, and colorful Bazaars filled with small shops. 
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Conclude the day at the Garden Tomb, an ancient Jewish sepulchre which matches the New Testament description of the tomb in which Jesus was buried.  The "new" Churches (Protestant, Calvinist and Methodist) sanctify this place as the 'true' burial place of Jesus. 
Return to your hotel. Overnight – Jerusalem. 
DAY 3:
KINGS AND REBELS IN THE DESERT OF JUDAH
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This morning depart Jerusalem and drive east through the Judean Desert, arriving at the oasis of Ein Gedi for a hike through the cascading waterfalls, where you may even get to see wild animals roaming freely in the desert. 
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Head to the mountain-top fortress of Masada for an in-depth tour of the site. Ascend the cliff top fortress by cable car. From the top of Masada, the outlines of the Roman encampments are still visible below. 
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Continue to a hotel/spa on the shore of the Dead Sea for an afternoon of R & R. Enjoy the tasty buffet lunch (included). You also have use of the hotel's private Dead Sea beach and private outdoor pool. You may wish to reserve treatments at the spa (not included, should be reserved in advance).  
Return to Jerusalem. Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 4:
THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM
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Start the day with a visit to Yad Vashem, where, accompanied by a local curator, tour the central memorial and museum dedicated to the Holocaust. 
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Proceed to Ein Karem, whose name literally means "Vineyard Spring", the traditional birthplace of John the Baptist and the site of a beautiful Church named after him. 
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Then, tour the completely renewed Israel Museum which is acknowledged as one of the best and most comprehensive encyclopedic museums in the world, housing treasures in archeology, Jewish world culture, and all of the fine arts, while preserving the landmark Shrine of the Book that houses the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest Biblical manuscripts in existence. 
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This afternoon drive to the border between Israel and Palestinian territories. At the border, you will be met by a Palestinian guide who will accompany you into Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David and Jesus, for a tour of the town. Visit Manger Square and see the Church of the Nativity, built over the site where Jesus was born. The Palestinian representative will return you to the border where your guide and driver will await you to return you to your hotel. Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 5:
THE JORDAN VALLEY
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Following breakfast, check out of your hotel. Depart Jerusalem and head to the Good Samaritan Inn, a 16th century structure where travelers on this ancient trade route stopped to rest. On the other side of the road are the remains of St. Euthymius Church, built in the fifth century to commemorate the famous story of the Good Samaritan through magnificent mosaic floors. 
Arrive to a point of observation overlooking Jericho, the first city to be taken by the tribes of Israel.  View the broad and spacious valley and beyond can be seen the Dead Sea and the mountains of Moab. Jericho is situated within the new Palestinian Autonomous Area. From this point you can see Mount Nebo the traditional site from where Moses saw the Promised Land which he was forbidden to enter.  Also view the Jordan River where the children of Israel crossed into the promise land. 
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Drive to Kasser El Yahud, an important place for the Jewish people.  According to the Jewish tradition at this place the Israelites crossed the Jordan River on their way to the Holy land. This is also the site, according to the New Testament, where John the Baptist baptized Jesus. 
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Continue to the ancient remains of Beit Shean, one of the oldest settled sites in the country. In Roman times, this city was known as Scythopolis and was part of the great Decapolis.  Amongst the ruins, you will see a theater, which was the main cultural and entertainment center during that period and accommodated over 6,000 people. 
Travel along the Jordan Valley to Kibbutz Nof Ginosar to see an ancient, excellently preserved, wooden fishing boat found in the lake by accident. This boat is from the period when Jesus practiced his mission in the area. Arrive and check into your hotel in the Galilee. Dinner is included for you tonight at the hotel. Overnight – Galilee. 
DAY 6:
THE CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY
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This morning enjoy a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee - the Sea on which Jesus walked. 
Drive around the Sea of Galilee to Tabgha the site of the Miracle of the Fish and Loaves. 
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Proceed to the Mt. of Beatitudes at the north of the Sea of Galilee to the Church commemorating Jesus' “Sermon on the Mount". 
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Visit Capernaum and the remains of the large white limestone synagogue with its beautifully carved columns and stones. Capernaum is one of the three towns condemned by Jesus. It was destroyed by an earthquake and was never rebuilt.
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Arrive in Nazareth, the home of Jesus and where he spent his childhood, to see the Basilica of the Annunciation, which stands over the cave where the Angel Gabriel appeared before Mary to announce her conception of Jesus. 
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Drive to Canna where it is said Jesus performed his first miracle when he turned water into wine at a wedding feast. Canna is also the birthplace of the apostle Bartholomew (Nathanael). 
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Conclude the day with a visit to Mt. Tabor, where according to Christian tradition, this is the traditional site of Transfiguration, with a church and monastery built on ancient foundations. From this natural stronghold, a magnificent view of the fertile Jezreel valley can be seen. 
Return to your hotel to freshen up. Dinner is included for you tonight at the hotel. 
Overnight – Galilee. 

DAY 7:
THE GOLAN HEIGHTS
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Start the day at the nature reserve of Tel Dan, one of the sources of the Jordan River, for a nature hike along the reserve. 
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Proceed to Banias (Caesarea Phillipi) which was a pagan city dedicated to the god Pan and was reconstructed in ancient times by Philip, the son of Herod. Some believe it was here Peter made his proclamation of faith in Jesus, who declared him the rock on which he would build his Church and promised him the key to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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Drive up to one of the highest mountains on the Golan Heights, the Bental Volcano, which will give you a terrific view of the Israeli/ Syria lines as you hear of the importance of this area to Israel. To complete the picture of the Golan's strategic role in our security and contemporary politics, drive to an observation point overlooking the Syrian - Israeli border today. 
Return to your hotel and participate in a baptism activity in one of the streams leading to the Jordan Valley (baptism facilities available on site). 
Freshen up before dinner which is included for you at the fish/dairy Dag Al Ha'Dan Restaurant located near your hotel. Overnight – Galilee.
DAY 8:
THE COAST OF ISRAEL
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After breakfast check out of your hotel and arrive in Safed, the city of the mystics to visit the synagogues of Rabbi Isaac Luria and Rabbi Joseph Karo. There will also be time to wander about the alleys, lanes and art galleries of the Old City of Safed. 
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Continue to the coastline to the ancient city of Akko, once the Crusader capital of the North and now a city of mixed Arab and Jewish populations. Walk on the city walls to the harbor, and through the colorful markets, to visit the huge underground Crusader Halls. 
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Arrive at Megiddo, an important site dating back to the times of the Canaanites. During excavations remnants of once-lovely palaces were discovered dating back to the Israelite Kings. It is here, according to the revelation of John, the Armageddon - the final Apocalyptic battle between Good and Evil, will take place. 
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Proceed to the Carmel Range to visit Mukhraka, the Place of Sacrifice, the site of the contest between the Prophet Elijah and the priests of Baal, to see which god was greater.  From this vantage point the beauty of the Lower Galilee and the Jezreel Valley can be seen. 
Proceed to your hotel in Tel Aviv and check in. Overnight – Tel Aviv.
DAY 9:
TOURING IN AND ABOUT TEL AVIV
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This morning head northward to Caesarea and its Roman and Crusader antiquities to see the excavated Roman Theater echoing theatrical performances of long ago. Today, this theatre still serves as a spectacular venue for concerts and music festivals. Visit the hippodrome and port, as well as the Crusader City. Visit the hippodrome and port, as well as the Crusader City. 
Return to Tel Aviv to tour Jaffa, one of the oldest biblical cities in the world and an important seaport since antiquity. Visit St. Peter's Church and the home of Simon the Tanner. Visit the restored Old City including the artists' colony and the quaint harbor. Jaffa has much to offer in the way of art galleries, gift-shops and restaurants found tucked away amongst the winding, cobblestone streets. 
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Return to your hotel and bid farewell to your guide and driver. Have time for some last-minute shopping or head to the beach. This evening, you may wish to discover the vibrant, cosmopolitan Port of Tel Aviv (on own account) offering a mosaic of different restaurants and cafes with the upbeat tempo of lively nightlife. 
Overnight – Tel Aviv.
DAY 10:

SEE YOU SOON. . .
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A Mabat driver will meet you prior to your departure flight for the transfer to Ben Gurion Airport. A member of our staff will assist you with departure procedures. 

   ---- oOo ----

