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SUGGESTED FOUR DAYS TRIP TO ISRAEL 

DAY 1:
WELCOME TO ISRAEL & OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM
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Early morning arrival at Ben Gurion Airport. A member of our staff will meet you upon arrival before Passport Control to assist you with arrival procedures. He will facilitate your passage through passport control, luggage identification and escort you through customs to your awaiting driver and transfer vehicle, which will drive you to your hotel in Jerusalem to check in. 
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At 11:00 am meet you guide, driver and touring vehicle. Start the tour at the Garden Tomb, an ancient Jewish sepulchre which matches the New Testament description of the tomb in which Jesus was buried. The "new" Churches (Protestant, Calvinist and Methodist) sanctify this place as the 'true' burial place of Jesus. 
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Stop at an observation point overlooking Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which offers a magnificent view of the Temple Mount and from where you will hear about the area’s historical and geographical importance. 
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Proceed to the Garden of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of Olives.  The garden is next to the magnificent Church of all Nations (Basilica of Agony). It was here that Jesus sweat blood and wept in agony after learning of his betrayal by Judah.
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Head to the Old City to Mount Zion flanked on one side by the wall of the Old City. This site is traditionally viewed as the Tomb of King David, the second king of Israel. Also visit the Room of the Last Supper where it is said Jesus had his last meal with his disciples. 
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Then, take an in depth tour of the Jewish Quarter including the Cardo.  On to the Western Wall and Western Wall Tunnels for a tour and to see the archaeological discoveries excavated in a vast concealed tunnel along the Western Wall. 
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As you exit the tunnels you will come out to the Christian Quarter, walk along the Stations of the Cross to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, believed by many to be the crucifixion and burial place of Jesus. Conclude the day winding through the narrow, busy streets, and colorful Bazaars filled with small shops.  Return to your hotel. 
Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 2:
THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM
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Start the day with a visit at the Israel Museum which is acknowledged as one of the best and most comprehensive encyclopedic museums in the world, housing treasures in archeology, Jewish world culture, and all of the fine arts, while preserving the landmark Shrine of the Book that houses the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest Biblical manuscripts in existence. 
Proceed to Yad Vashem, where, accompanied by a local curator, tour the central memorial and museum dedicated to the Holocaust.
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On to Ein Karem, whose name literally means "Vineyard Spring", the traditional birthplace of John the Baptist and the site of a beautiful Church named after him. 
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This afternoon drive to the border between Israel and Palestinian territories. At the border you will be met by a Palestinian guide whom will accompany you into Bethlehem the birthplace of King David and Jesus for a tour of the town. Visit Manger Square and see the Church of the Nativity, built over the site where Jesus was born. The Palestinian representative will return you to the border where your guide and driver will await you. 
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Return to your hotel. This evening feel free to make your way to the Old City to welcome the Shabbat at the Kotel (Western Wall) and notice how people from all corners of the world gather together with one purpose in mind, to welcome the Shabbat Bride at the holiest place on earth for Judaism. Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 3:
KINGS AND REBELS IN THE DESERT OF JUDAH
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This morning depart Jerusalem and drive east through the Judean Desert, arriving at the oasis of Ein Gedi for a hike through the cascading waterfalls, where you may even get to see wild animals roaming freely in the desert. 
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Head to the mountain-top fortress of Masada for an in-depth tour of the site. Ascend the cliff top fortress by cable car. From the top of Masada, the outlines of the Roman encampments are still visible below. 
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Stop at the caves of Qumran where the Essenes lived 2000 years ago and where the original Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 1947 and the ruins of this ancient desert village.
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Continue along the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth, and arrive at location on the shores of the Dead Sea where you can stop to enjoy a therapeutic dip in the Dead Sea.  Let the buoyant waters support you as you relax on your back.  
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Return to Jerusalem. In the evening you might stroll down Ben Yehuda Street, for on Saturday nights, this area is one of the favorite gathering places for young Jerusalemites. There are many restaurants and sidewalk cafes to dine in.  You could also go to the Mamilla Shopping Complex for window shopping at the shops and boutique stores situated along the walkway. Overnight – Jerusalem.
DAY 4:
TOURING IN AND AROUND TEL AVIV
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Following breakfast check out of your hotel and  depart Jerusalem to visit the town of Emmaus, also known as Abu Gosh, an ancient town located it is reported that Jesus appeared here before two of his followers on the road to Emmaus after his resurrection.  
Arrive at the beautiful biblical landscape reserve of Neot Kedumim to have a unique opportunity of planting a small tree sapling - the symbol of life - with your own hands. 
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Head northward to Caesarea and its Roman and Crusader antiquities to see the excavated Roman Theater echoing theatrical performances of long ago. Today, this theatre still serves as a spectacular venue for concerts and music festivals. Visit the hippodrome and port, as well as the Crusader City. 
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Proceed to Tel Aviv to tour Jaffa, one of the oldest biblical cities in the world and an important seaport since antiquity. Visit St. Peter's Church and the home of Simon the Tanner. Visit the restored Old City including the artists' colony and the quaint harbor. Jaffa has much to offer in the way of art galleries, gift-shops and restaurants found tucked away amongst the winding, cobblestone streets. 
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Have time for some last-minute shopping and dinner on your own in Tel Aviv. This evening a Mabat driver will transfer you to Ben Gurion Airport for your departure flight. 
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